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1. THE NEXT MAJOR TRADE FAIR IN EL SALVADOR WILL BE THE 7TH INTER- 
NATIONAL FAIR OF 

IDD IADOR TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED FOR NOVEMBER 5 
THROUGH 23, 1976 (FY77) AN EVENT EMPHASIZING EXHIBITS OF GENERAL 
INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES AND INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS. 
WHILE NATIONAL IN ORIGIN, THIS FAIR ALSO ATTRACTS LARGE NUMBERS 
OF BUSINESS, GOVERNMENTAL AND PUBLIC VISITORS FROM THROUGHOUT 
CENTRAL AMERICA. THE 6TH INTERNATIONAL FAIR IN 1974 WAS, FOR 
EXAMPLE, VISITED BY THE CHIEFS OF STATE OF GUATEMALA, NICARAGUA 
AND COSTA RICA AND GENERAL TORRIJOS FROM PANAMA. IT HAS BECOME 
TRADITIONAL THAT THE U.S. IS ONE OF THE LEADING INTERNATIONAL 
EXHIBITORS IN THIS FAIR HAVING HAD HIGHLY VISIBLE EXHIBITS 
AT ALL 6 PREVIOUS FAIRS. IN ADDITION TO A FORMAL U.S. GOV'T. 
PRESENCE, NUMEROUS U.S. COMPANIES AND THEIR OVERSEAS AFFILIATES 
HAVE REULARLY EXHIBITED OUTSIDE THE U.S. PAVILION. AN 
INITIAL INABILITY ON THE PART OF THE USG TO ENTHUSIASTICALLY 
CONSIDER PARTICIPATION IN THE RECENTLY COMPLETED 6TH INTER- 
NATIONAL FAIR OF EL SALVADOR (SEE REF B) RESULTED IN CONSID- 
ERABLE ADVERSE PUBLIC REACTION INCLUDING CRITICISM BY THE PRESI- 
DENT OF EL SALVADOR AND LEADING PUBLIC OFFICIALS AND PRIVATE 
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2. IN AN EFFORT TO MINIMIZE DAMAGE TO OUR PUBLIC AND COMMERCIAL 
IMAGE, THE EMBASSY'S COMMERCIAL ATTACHE WITH VERY STRONG 
SUPPORT FROM THE AMBASSADOR, AND THE U.S. OFFICIAL AND BUSINESS 
COMMUNITYES AND IN THE ABSENCE OF OFFICIAL USG SUPPORT, 

ORGANIZED AN EXCELLENT AND EXTREMELY EFFECTIVE U.S. PRESENCE. 
DETAILS OF THIS SUCCESS ARE GIVEN IN REF B. THIS PRESENCE 

NOT ONLY RESULTED IN CONDISERABLE ENHANCEMENT OF U.S. COMMERCIAL 
PRESTIAGE IN EL SALVADOR BUT ALSO SUCCESSFULLY AND MEASUREABLE 
PROMOTED MORE GNF.R ALIZF.D PARTICIPATION IN THE FAIR BY 
OTHER INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITORS, THUS EARNING ADDITIONAL CREDIT 
FOR THE U.S. GOVERNMENT (WE HAVE BEEN ASSURED BY SALVADORAN 
OFFICIALS, FOR EXAMPLE, THAT SEVERAL WESTERN EUROPEAN NATIONS 
DECIDED TO PARTICIPATE ONLY AFTER THEY WERE INFORMED THE U.S. 

WOULD BE PRESENT). 

3. THE EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT OUR PARTICIPATION WOULD HAVE BEEN 
EVEN MORE SUCCESSFUL HAD IT BEEN FORMALLY SPONSORED AND SUPPORTED 
BY TEH DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. IT IS THEREFORE CONSIDERED 
IMPERATIVE FOR REASONS OF MAINTAINING AND EXHANCING THE USG'S 
IMAGE AND INTIMATELY RELATED COMMERCIAL EFFORTS IN EL SALVADOR 
THAT THE 7TH INTERNATIONAL FIAR BE DESIGNATED A COMMERCIAL 
PRESENCE FAIR AND RECEIVE OFFICIAL SUPPORT FROM THE USG 

THROUGH THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE PROGRAM DESCRIBEDIN 
REF A. 
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